This paper presents a detailed analysis of the principal socioeconomic characteristics of the population of the Bronx at the end of 2009, and compares them with the socioeconomic characteristics of the populations of the State of New York and the (rest of the) United States. The paper is divided into four (4) sections: (1) demographic characteristics, (2) social characteristics, (3) housing characteristics, and (4) economic characteristics.
Introduction
The Bronx, New York, has been at the forefront of transnational (migrant-based) communities in the eastern United States since the mass arrival of migrants from Puerto Rico seeking employment in the manufacturing sector during the early days following World War II. The large-scale Puerto Rican migration of the 1940s and 1950s was followed by a much smaller influx of Cuban migrants, who arrived in the borough during the 1960s and 1970s, and established a peripheral settlement to their relatively large ethnic enclave in Hudson County, New Jersey. In the 1980s and early 1990s, the Bronx experienced a notable influx of Dominican migrants, who were primarily attracted by the borough's proximity to their traditional ethnic enclave of Washington Heights (in Manhattan), public infrastructure, more affordable housing, and alternative sources of employment, particularly in the public and health care sectors. These three groups of migrants had three fundamental factors in common: strong transnational linkages with friends and relatives back in their homelands; common cultural values; and the ability to develop differentiated, ethnic-oriented social networks to cope with the challenges confronting migrant communities in a densely populated, urban environment (Glick, Shiller, Basch, & Szanton Blanc, 1995 , 1995 Heisler, 2001; Vertovec, 2004) .
There are, however, some significant differences between these groups. Unlike the Puerto Ricans, who for the most part sought (and obtained) factory-based manufacturing jobs, primarily in the textile sector, the Cuban migrants that settled in the Bronx operated their own (small-scale) businesses (e.g., bodegas, car dealerships, factories, etc.). By the time of their arrival, most Dominicans were employed primarily in the growing service sector, which gradually replaced the manufacturing sector where the majority of Puerto Rican migrants found work in the 1940s and 1950s. Like their Cuban counterparts, however, many Dominican migrants operated their own micro-enterprises (mostly small-scale sole proprietorships organized to service the local community). For political reasons, Puerto Ricans and Dominicans maintained stronger transnational ties with friends and relatives in their countries of origin, compared to Cubans. Traveling, calling, writing, and sending remittances to Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic were (and still are) more accessible and significantly cheaper than in the case of Cuba.
1 By the beginning of the 21st century, with the arrival of migrants from Mexico, Central, and South America, the Bronx had begun to experience a new chapter in its history as one of the United States' most vibrant centers of transnational migration from Latin America. The arrival of these new migrants, particularly those from Mexico, is transforming the social and economic fabric of the Bronx; it is also adding more diversity and opportunities, as well as challenges, to what has traditionally been considered one of the most dynamic transnational communities in the United States.
Despite serving as a primary entry point for people from diverse regions of Latin America and the Caribbean, and enjoying all the benefits associated with the mosaic of cultures and ethnic groups that comprise its population, the Bronx lags behind New York State and the United States by most standard measures of socioeconomic comparison, and remains subject to a wide range of stereotypes (e.g., disproportionately high levels of urban violence, extreme poverty, lack of opportunities, crumbling infrastructure, inadequate educational opportunities, environmental degradation, etc.).
This article presents detailed analyses of the principal socioeconomic characteristics of the population of the Bronx today, and compares them with the socioeconomic characteristics of the populations of the State of New York and the (rest of the) United States. compared to 5% for the rest of Latin America and the Caribbean. Traveling to Cuba and making telephone calls from the United States have been historically more expensive than traveling to and calling other countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. The high cost of sending remittances to Cuba, compared to other countries in the Western Hemisphere, is primarily due to the unique characteristics of Cuba's remittances markets (González-Corzo & Larson, 2007) , and efforts by both Cuba and the United States to influence the amount, frequency, and nature of remittances during different stages of more than five decades of political confrontation (Barberia, 2002) . Similarly, travel and telephone calls to the island have been restricted by both U.S. and Cuban regulations, many of which have remained in effect since the early 1960s.
Selected Demographic Characteristics

Population by Gender and Age
At the end of 2009, the Bronx had a population of 1,397,287. Compared to New York State (NYS) and the United States (U.S.), the gender composition of the population of the Bronx shows similar patterns. Females represented 53% of the Bronx population, and males 47%. In the case of NYS, females accounted for 51.4% of the population, while males accounted for the remaining 48.6%. Females represented 50.7% of the U.S. population and males 49.3%.
Compared to NYS and the U.S., the Bronx had a younger population; at the same time, the Bronx had a larger percentage of females over the age of 65. The median age in the Bronx (32.7 years) was significantly lower than the median age in NYS (38.1 years) and the U.S. (36.8 years); 27.9% of the population in the Bronx was under 18 years of age, compared to 22.6% in NYS and 24.3% in the U.S. Females 65 years and over represented 62.7% of the population in this age category in the Bronx, compared to 58.8% in NYS and 57.5% in the U.S. Access to knowledge and education is an essential determinant of long-term welfare and plays a critical role in self-determination and socioeconomic independence. Access to education and improvements in educational attainment are key contributors to human development by allowing individuals and populations to acquire new skills and accumulate transferable (and highly valued) human capital.
Race and Ethnicity
We measured access to knowledge and education by using two indicators: (1) school enrollment (for the population three years or older), and (2) educational attainment (for the population 25 years or older). While in terms of school enrollment the Bronx is quite similar to NYS and the U.S., it fell significantly behind in terms of educational attainment in 2009.
School Enrollment
The percentage of the population three years and over enrolled in school in the Bronx (100%) was similar to the percentages in NYS (100%) and in the U.S. (99.9%).
Educational Attainment
At the end of 2009, 12.5% of the population 25 years and over in the Bronx held a bachelor's degree compared with 18.4% in NYS and 17.6% in the U.S. Similarly, 6.6% of the population 25 years and over in the Bronx had earned a graduate or professional degree in 2009 compared to 14% in NYS and 10.3% in the U.S.
Place of Birth, U.S. Citizenship Status, and World Region of Birth (Foreign-born)
Foreign-born persons represented 31.9% of the population of the Bronx compared to 21.4% in NYS and 12.5% in the U.S. Naturalized U.S. citizens comprised 44.8% of the foreign-born population in the Bronx compared with 52.2% in NYS and 43.7% in the U.S. At the end of 2009, 74.1% of the foreign-born population in the Bronx came from Latin America compared to 48.8% in NYS and 53.1% in the U.S.
Language Spoken at Home
More than half the population five years and over in the Bronx (55.7%) spoke a language other than English at home compared to 29% in NYS and 20% in the U.S. Besides English, Spanish was the predominant language spoken in the Bronx. At the end of 2009, 45.2% of the population five years and over in the Bronx spoke Spanish at home compared with 14.1% in NYS and 12.4% in the U.S.
Selected Housing Characteristics
Housing Occupancy
The Bronx had a housing occupancy rate of 93.1% in 2009, compared with 89.6% in NYS and 87.4% in the U.S. However, it had a higher homeowner vacancy rate (3.1%) when compared to NYS (1.8%) and the U.S. (2.5%). 
Age and Size of Housing Stock
Housing Heating Fuel
Given the age and size of the housing stock, the majority of occupied housing units in the Bronx rely on fuel oil, kerosene, and other petroleumbased products as their principal source of housing heating fuel. In 2009, 60.9% of occupied housing units in the Bronx used these as their principal source of heating oil, followed by natural gas (supplied by the local utility company) (30.6%), and electricity (5.9%). In the case of NYS, 30.1% of occupied housing units used petroleum-based oils, 54.5% used natural gas, and 8.6% used electricity as their principal sources of home heating. By contrast, in the rest of the U.S. 49.8% of all occupied housing units used natural gas, 34.8% used electricity, and only 6.7% used fuel oil et al. as their principal sources of home heating.
Housing Density
Compared to NYS and the U.S., the Bronx has a higher level of occupants per room. In 2009, 3.4% of occupied housing units in the Bronx had 1.5 occupants per room, compared to 1.6% in NYS and 1% in the U.S.
Mortgage Status
As a result of its lower homeownership rate, the percentage of owner-occupied housing units in the Bronx with an outstanding mortgage (59.2%) was lower than the percentages recorded in NYS (65.2%) and in the U.S. (67.8%).
Gross Rent and Gross Rent as Percentage of Household Income (GRAPI)
As a traditional "bedroom community," the Bronx had a higher proportion of occupied housing units paying rent (77.4%), compared to NYS (43.3%) and the U.S. (32.2%). The median monthly gross rent in the Bronx at the end of 2009 was $926, compared to $984 in NYS and $842 in the U.S.
Bronx households face a higher rent burden (defined as 30% of more of monthly household income [HHI] ). In 2009, 55.5% of renter households in the Bronx spent 30% or more of their monthly household income on rent, compared to 51.6% in NYS and the U.S., respectively.
Selected Economic Characteristics
Employment Status
The population 16 years (of age) and over in the Bronx had a lower labor force participation rate (LFPR).
2 At the end of 2009, 59.3% of the 2 The labor force participation rate (LFPR) is the ratio of the persons in the labor force (LF) to the population 16 years and over (P). Mathematically, it can be expressed as: LFPR = LF/P. The labor force (LF) includes the employed (E) and the unemployed (U); therefore, the LFPR can also be expressed as: LFPR = E+U/P. population 16 years and over in the Bronx was in the labor force , compared to 64.2% in NYS, and 65.3% in the U.S. The female LFPR in the Bronx (55.6%) was also lower than the female LFPR in NYS (59.2%) and the female LFPR in the U.S. (59.8%). The unemployment rate (UR) in the Bronx (13.3%) was notably higher than the unemployment rate in NYS (9%) and the US (9.9%).
(Method of) Commuting to Work
The population 16 years (of age) and over in the Bronx had a higher rate of dependency on public transportation and faced a longer average commute (to work). In 2009, 57.8% of workers 16 years and over commuting to work in the Bronx relied on public transportation, compared to 26.6% in NYS and 5% in the U.S. The mean travel time to work (in minutes) for workers 16 years and over commuting to work in the Bronx in 2009 was 42 minutes, compared to 31 minutes in NYS and 25 minutes in the U.S.
Occupation and Class of Worker
In general, the civilian employed population 16 years and over in the Bronx in 2009 had similar occupations compared to their counterparts in NYS and the U.S. In 2009, 25.1% were employed in management, professional, and related occupations; 30.9% worked in servicerelated occupations; 25.3% in sales and office occupations; 0.3% were employed in farming, fishing, and forestry; 7% worked in construction, extraction, maintenance, and repairs; and 11.4% were employed in production, transportation, and material-moving occupations.
In 2009, the civilian employed population 16 years and over in the Bronx were classified in a similar fashion to their NYS and U.S. counterparts; 75.5% were private wage and salary workers; 18.5% worked for the government; and 6% were self-employed.
Income and Benefits (in 2009 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars)
The Bronx had a disproportionately higher share of low-income households. In 2009, 17.3% of Bronx households had annual income and benefits (in 2009 inflation-adjusted dollars) of less than $10,000, compared to 8.4% in NYS and 7.8% in the U.S. On the other side of the income scale, only 7% of Bronx households had annual income and benefits greater than $100,000 per year, compared to 13.2% in NYS and 11.7% in the U.S.
The median annual household income (in 2009 inflation-adjusted dollars) in the Bronx was $32,893, compared to $54,569 in NYS and $50, 221 in the U.S. Similarly, the mean (or average) annual income (in 2009 inflationadjusted dollars) in the Bronx ($46,583) was significantly lower than in NYS ($79,947) and in the U.S. ($68,914) .
The Bronx also lagged behind in other annual income and benefits measures such as average annual Social Security income, average annual retirement income, average annual Supplemental Security Income (SSI), and average annual cash public assistance income. The figures (in 2009 inflation-adjusted dollars) (extracted from Conclusions A comparison of the principal demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the Bronx, New York State (NYS), and the U.S. reveals that despite some similarities between the Bronx, New York State, and the rest of the nation, some major differences remain, which necessitate the formulation or reformulation of public policies to address the specific needs of a dynamic and evolving transnational enclave in the heart of New York City. Our comparative analysis of the principal demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the Bronx, New York State, and the U.S. reveals that the gender composition of the population of the Bronx shows similar patterns with the population of New York and the rest of the country. However, the Bronx's population is notably younger than the population of New York State and the rest of the U.S. population. There are also some notable differences and similarities between the Bronx, NYS, and the rest of the U.S., in terms of social characteristics. Female-led households represent a larger share (31.3%) in the Bronx, compared with NYS (14.6%) and the U.S. (12.7%); the percentage of households with one or more persons under 18 years of age in the Bronx (40%) is larger than in the State (32.2%) and the U.S. (33.5%); the level of educational attainment of the population 25 years of age and over in the Bronx lags behind the level of educational attainment of their New York State and U.S. counterparts; and migrants from Latin America represent a more significant share of the foreignborn population of the Bronx (74.1%), in comparison to NYS (49.3%) and the U.S. (48.8%).
There are some notable similarities between households and family size in the Bronx, New York State, and the U.S. The average household size in the Bronx (2.8 persons) is only slightly larger than the average household size in NYS (2.79 persons) and in the U.S. (2.71).
The citizenship status of the foreign-born population of the Bronx, NYS, and the U.S. exhibits similar tendencies: 44.8% of the foreign-born population in the Bronx is comprised of naturalized U.S. citizens, compared to 52.2% in NY State and 43.7% in the U.S.
In terms of housing occupancy, the Bronx shows similar trends to NYS and the U.S. However, there are notable differences in terms of the components and age of the housing stock. Compared to NYS and the U.S., detached, single-family homes represent a relatively small share of the housing stock, 5.9% versus 41.7% and 61.6%, respectively. By contrast, structures with 20 or more units represent a disproportionately large share of the housing units in the Bronx (61.7%), compared to NYS (23.3%) and the U.S. (8.2%). The average household size in the Bronx (2.8 persons) is only slightly larger than the average household size in NYS (2.79 persons) and in the U.S. (2.71), but the Bronx has a larger share of older housing stock, particularly when compared to the rest of the United States: 37.6% of all housing units in the Bronx were build in 1939 or earlier, compared to 34.2% in NY State and 14% in the U.S.
Compared to NY State (55%) and the U.S. (65.9%), the Bronx has a lower homeownership rate (20.7%). A similar trend can be observed in terms of car ownership: 59.1% of Bronx households do not own a car, compared to 28.5% in NYS, and 8.9% in the U.S. The Bronx is considered a "bedroom community," where the majority of occupied households are comprised of renters (79.3%), compared to 45% in NYS and 34.1% in the U.S.
The population 16 years and over in the Bronx had a lower labor force participation rate (LFPR) in 2009 (59.3%) compared to their counterparts in NY State (64.2%) and in the U.S. (65.3%). They also faced longer average commuting times to work and a higher reliance on public transportation. On the other hand, in terms of type of occupation for the civilian population, there were fundamentally no differences between the population 16 years and over in the Bronx and the population of NYS and the rest of the U.S.
Bronx households reported lower annual median household incomes in 2009 ($32,893) compared to households in NYS ($54,569) and the U.S. ($50,221) . The Bronx also had a higher percentage of low-income households in 2009, and lagged behind in other measures of annual income and benefits (e.g., Social Security income) compared to the other locations included in our study. Similarly, compared to NYS and the U.S., a larger percentage of Bronx households rely on government transfers, cashbased public assistance, and food stamps as a principal source of household income.
There are also notable differences between the Bronx, NY State, and the U.S. in terms of health insurance coverage, particularly with regard to reliance on public health care coverage. Close to half (47.3%) of the noninstitutionalized civilian population in the Bronx received publicly provided health insurance coverage in 2009, compared to 31.8% in NY State and 28.5% in the rest of the U.S.
In terms of poverty, the Bronx also fell behind. Over a quarter (25.4%) of families in the Bronx had incomes below the official poverty line in 2009, compared to 10.8% in NYS and 10.5% in the U.S. Similar trends were observed in other standard units of measure, such as all people (or the entire population), families with related children under 18 years, persons 18 years and over, persons 65 years and over, married couples, and families led by female householders (with no husband present).
The Bronx's relatively young and mostly transnational population, its comparatively large share of female-led households, the lower levels of educational attainment of its population, their lower incomes and wages, and higher incidence of poverty indicate that while today the Bronx has been able to reverse the negative image associated with it during the 1970s and 1980s, some major socioeconomic differences remain between the Bronx, New York State, and the rest of the nation. Formulating and implementing social policies to narrow these gaps, while addressing the needs of this vibrant and evolving transnational community, are among the top challenges facing New York City and New York State. 
